[image: image1.wmf]
8th Grade ELA 
(Formerly known as English, Communication Arts, or Language Arts)
Mrs. Elder—Room 117
School Phone:  359-5755
Email:  elderl@parkhill.k12.mo.us
Plan Time (best time to reach me) 10:25 – 11:00 AM
It is my goal to help your student develop superior writing habits that will be used throughout their lifetime.  Writing is an important component to succeed in all aspects of life.

Textbooks: 
 The Write Source, as a guide throughout the year.  
Materials needed EVERY DAY in class:

Planner/Book in hand
Composition Journal for Daily Oral Language and word origins

Write Source book-stored in the room
Writing utensil

Notebook paper

Activities and Requirements:


Expectations:



Students will be in their seats working when the bell rings.



Students should have homework accessible and ready to review. 



Students should not disturb others during bell work time.

Homework: Due to the new books being a class set only,
VERY RARELY will I assign grammar homework from the book.  I may assign short writing assignments, but I ALWAYS allow time in class to work.  I will, however, have a daily grammar warm up.
I will assign writing projects that will be due in a reasonable time allotment depending on the task. We will have descriptive, expository, persuasive, narrative and research pieces that will be in final copy form and placed in their binders /portfolios. Please do not throw ANY work away for this class. Keep all rough drafts, pre-writes, etc.

8th Grade English Language Arts
Course Details
Course Description 

8th grade English Language Arts is a course that focuses on creating thoughtful readers and writers. The students compose narratives as well as expository and argumentative pieces with additional focus on research, language, speaking/listening, and multimedia integration. The ELA class will encompass the common core curriculum of writing with reading enrichment.  The ultimate goal is to produce life-long readers and writers who will be successful in future endeavors. 

Course Rationale 

In alignment with Common Core State Standards, the Park Hill School District's English Language Arts courses represent a balanced literacy experience, including instruction in reading literature, reading informational texts, writing for a variety of audiences and purposes, listening and speaking in a range of formal and informal settings and language/vocabulary development. 

ELA Activities

Activities that may be used in the instruction of the Common Core ELA State Standards are as follows: narrative, expository, and argumentative writing; speaking and listening activities, writing process, Big 6 Research, study of conventions, 6 + 1 Writing Traits, Greek and Latin roots, comparing and analyzing multiple resources, reading of short fiction and nonfiction literature. 

Please know that I am here for your child and for you. Do not hesitate to call me. Together we will make this a great experience for your child.
